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If you’re in the early stages of planning the construction of a 
new building, you may be feeling a bit lost. Often, residential 
and commercial property owners who aren’t experienced 
with the construction contracting process struggle with 
understanding how to begin. This guide will help understand 
what you should know before you approach a construction 
company so they can provide you with the most effective 
assistance with your project. 

When you’re planning the construction of a new building, 
you need to be clear about the answers to several questions 
before a builder can give you a price estimate and begin the 
design-build process.

In this guide, we’ll discuss questions pertaining to the 
following aspects of your project:

•	 Purpose
•	 Location
•	 Size
•	 Fit & Finish
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The most basic question you have to answer is, What are you going 
to be using the building for? Do you want to build a new home, shop, 
or hobby building, or will it be a commercial structure? Will it be used 
for agriculture storage or sheltering animals? Do you need an office 
building, a retail space, or a municipal building? The type of building 
you need can impact your choice of builders. As a first step, make sure 
everyone on your list of potential building partners is well equipped to 
design and build the type of building you want.

Consider how the building should be designed to serve your specific 
purposes. If you already have a drawing, share it with the builder and 
find out if they can effectively execute the idea you’ve worked up. If you 
haven’t gotten that far, then start writing down all of the specifics you 
can to give the builder the information necessary to design a building 
that fits your vision as closely as possible.

Consider these questions:
•	 How should space be separated within the structure to 

accommodate all of the building’s intended uses?
•	 What special features should the building include to fit its purpose?
•	 Do you know whether you want a post frame or steel frame 

building? (If not, your builder can make a recommendation based 
on your other preferences.)

PURPOSE
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Your builder will need to know where you intend to build. If you 
already have a site secured, you’ll need to provide the property 
address and indicate whether it’s inside or outside city limits. 
You and your builder will need to be aware of any zoning laws 
that apply to the location so your finished building will be in 
complete compliance with all local ordiances. If you don’t yet 
own property for your new structure, then a builder may be 
able to point you to resources to help you find land that suits 
your purpose.

LOCATION
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Carefully consider both how much square footage and 
how much clearance you’ll need in your new building to 
comfortably accommodate all needed features (such as 
overhead doors) and intended uses. If your needs are likely to 
increase over time, don’t forget to design in enough space to 
allow some room to grow. A good design will suit your needs 
for years into the future; building in too little space can hurt 
your return on investment by forcing you to upgrade to a new, 
larger building sooner than you should have to.
 

For example,
•	  If you need a building for agricultural purposes, is it likely that 

you’ll purchase more equipment or increase your livestock in 
the coming years?

•	 If you’re building office or retail space, what kind of staff or 
inventory growth can you anticipate?

•	 If your building is to accommodate a hobby like woodworking 
or artistic pursuits, do you hope to someday turn this hobby 
into a career? If so, consider what additional  functionality and 
capacity you would need to make that happen.

•	 If you’re looking to build a new home, is your family likely to 
expand? Even if you’re not planning on having more kids, 
consider the likelihood that you’ll need to accommodate adult 
family members, such as aging parents or adult children who 
might return home.

SIZE
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Finally, consider what types of finishes you want for your 
building. Do you want the builder to take care of all of the 
details and hand you a turn-key building, or are there aspects 
of the project you’d like to take care of?
 

Some questions to think about include:
•	 Will the building need to be insulated, or will it be cold 

storage?
•	 Do local covenants place restrictions on your building’s 

appearance?
•	 What size and type of windows do you want?
•	 What kind of siding do you prefer?
•	 If applicable, what types of flooring do you want to use 

throughout the building?
•	 Do you need specialized types of lighting?

FIT & FINISH
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The expert designers and builders at Pro-Line Building can help you 
create the building you need for just about any purpose. Whether you 
want to build a new home to your specifications or you’re looking for 
a qualified builder to handle a multimillion-dollar commercial project, 
we have the expertise and resources to meet your needs. Get in touch 
with us to schedule a consultation if you’d like to discuss your project 
and learn about how we can make it a success.

V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E

Begin Your 
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